
Trail Life USA and Your Church 
An Outdoor Adventure Ministry with a Christian Worldview 

 
“Why should my church or ministry charter a Trail Life USA Troop?”    
 
This is question that is often heard or unspoken when a church or Christian group is contacted 
about Trail Life.    And it is a good question that needs to be considered.   
Here’s some good answers: 
 

1. Trail Life offers a unique blend of leadership and outdoor adventure to attract today’s 
generation of young men from K to graduate.  Young boys and men face an increasingly 
challenging world they are growing up in—from the lure of 24/7 computer games to 
online pornography to an increasing secularized world, they have a plethora of 
choices—many of them leading in the wrong direction.   Our Vision is to build men of 
faith and character who will become godly husbands, fathers, and citizens using outdoor 
adventures and a chance to be leaders in a Christian context as our key strategies.  By 
offering unique and challenging outdoor opportunities, we can draw these young men 
into good choices, influences, and experiences.  In order to deliver this, Trail Life USA 
has 6 Program Emphases: Wisdom, Heritage, Teamwork, Leadership, Character, and 
Faith.  Our program components support youth development, understanding, and 
practical experiences in these key areas.   
 
We believe there is something special about being in the outdoors. Camping, hiking, and 
other outdoor activities help build deep relationships and provide a special context for 
leadership, problem solving, conflict resolution, and faith building. We also value the 
outdoor focus of our program as a unique means of helping a boy see and appreciate 
the wonder, majesty, and grandeur of God as reflected in His creation. 
 

2. Trail Life attracts boys who may not be interested in bible study or Sunday Schools.  
We are finding that 40% of the boys who are joining Trail Life have never been involved 
in outdoors programs before – and a substantial number are unchurched!  Unlike other 
programs that just emphasize advancement and fun, Trail Life has a distinct spiritual 
component blended with the excitement of outdoor adventure that appeals to young 
men who may be bored with the electronic, artificial culture.  A great example of this is 
the reaction to our 2 minute Trail Life video found on YouTube 
(http://youtu.be/L7zGYASqoBY) which rapidly gained over 45,000 views.  The program is 
designed and intended to be presented without being “churchy” or “religious,” focusing 
on outdoor adventure, character, and leadership development. The analogy for this 
principle has been referred to as “carrot cake.” The carrots in the cake are not in big and 
obvious chunks, but are still present throughout the entire cake, as is the Christian 
worldview throughout the entire program.   Our goal is for parents and families to be 
able to place their boys in a youth program that endeavors to provide moral consistency 
and ethical integrity in its adult leaders.   
 

3. Trail Life doesn’t compete with current ministries.  As a Christ-centered organization, 
our faith is woven throughout the program without being necessarily “religious” or 

http://youtu.be/L7zGYASqoBY


“churchy.”   We are not a Sunday School, AWANASs, or a Youth Group replacement, but 
a focused outdoor ministry with a Christian core.  From faith-building options in the 
advancement program, outdoor worship, to more in-depth discipleship opportunities, 
adult and youth members receive Biblical instruction and training in Biblical faith based 
on the doctrinal view of the Chartering Organization.  As iron sharpens iron, so too will 
well-grounded Christian young men sharpen the faith of their peers.   Adult Christian 
leaders guide youth in the development of their faith and moral decision-making, as 
well as sharpen the faith of their adult peers.   
 

4. Trail Life has a clear membership policy.   Trail Life USA emphasizes and teaches biblical 
moral values and requires all  chartering partners to agree with Trail Life USA’s 
Trinitarian Statement of Faith and the Statement of Values, and adult members to agree 
with, sign, and abide by our Statement of Faith.   You won’t find Trail Life’s membership 
policies changing on the whim by hired staff nor influenced by the latest newspaper 
articles, but rather by the 2,000 year old values found in the Bible.  We condemn no 
one, yet we urge all members, and especially our leaders, to uphold the values of the 
Bible and the membership standards that are based on those.  The program is 
unapologetically Christian, and while the program is undergirded by Biblical values and 
unapologetically reflects a Christian worldview, there is also a clearly defined inclusion 
policy for youth. Accordingly, all boys are welcome irrespective of religion, race, national 
origin or socio-economic status.  

 
5. Trail Life Troops are owned and operated by their chartering organizations.  Unlike 

other organizations, the Troop is designed to be an active youth ministry of the Charter 
Organization, which owns the Troop and its assets. It is a true partnership that serves 
the Charter Organization, the Troop, and the community.  All Charter Organizations 
must accept the basic tenets of Trinitarian Christian doctrine and be in agreement with 
the Trail Life USA Christian Statement of Faith and Values. All adult leaders in a Troop 
must be Christian leaders selected by the Charter Organization, and they must agree 
with and abide by that same Christian Statement of Faith and Values.  From a faith 
perspective, each Charter Organization oversees its own program and emphasizes its 
own denomination-specific customs and theology.  The local church can require key 
leaders or even all leaders to be members of their faith, can use the translation of the 
Bible that they prefer, and encourage involvement in denominational or coalition 
mission trips, inter-church activities, and faith-building activities.  In short, the Trail Life 
troop you charter is YOUR troop and the program is YOUR program.  

 
So why should your church charter a Trail Life Troop?  Because there are boys out there who 
need to experience “the Trail Life”.   
 

Col 1:10   … so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, 
bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;  

 


