
 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

Our Mission:  “To guide generations of courageous young men to honor God, lead with 
integrity, serve others, and experience outdoor adventure.” 

 
 What makes Trail Life USA unique among youth programs?  

Living the Trail Life is a journey for boys and young men established on timeless values derived from the Bible.  
 Set in the context of outdoor adventure each young Trailman will be challenged to build character and a 

lifetime of practical leadership skills. 
 All boys are welcome irrespective of religion, race, national origin or socio-economic status. However, all 

adult leaders must sign a Christian statement of faith.  
 All program elements are taught from a Christian worldview, with God’s truth woven into the very fabric 

of the program.  
 

 Trail Life USA Statement of Faith & Values  
This statement of faith and values is agreed to by all Chartering Churches and signed by all adult leaders in the Trail 
Life USA program: 

“We believe that there is One Triune God – Father, Jesus Christ His one and only Son, and the Holy Spirit – 
Creator of the universe and eternally existent. We believe the Holy Scriptures (Old and New Testaments) to be 
the inspired and authoritative Word of God. We believe each person is created in His image for the purpose of 
communing with and worshipping God. We believe in the ministry of the Holy Spirit who enables us to live a 
Godly life. We believe that each individual is called to love the Lord their God with all their heart, mind, soul 
and strength; and to love their neighbors as themselves. We believe that each individual is called to live a life of 
purity, service, stewardship and integrity.” 

PURITY >> Trailmen are called to live a life of holiness, being pure of heart, mind, word and deed, 
reserving sexual activity for the sanctity of marriage; marriage being a lifelong commitment before God 
between a man and a woman. 
SERVICE >> Trailmen are called to become a responsible part of their community and the world through 
selfless acts, which contribute to the welfare of others. 
STEWARDSHIP >> Trailmen are called to use their God given time, talents, and money wisely. 
INTEGRITY >> Trailmen are called to live a moral life, demonstrating the inward motivation to do what is 
right, regardless of the cost.  

 
Trail Life USA Motto:  “Walk Worthy” 

 From Colossians 1:10, an encouragement to Christian believers to “live a life worthy of the Lord, and 
please Him in every way.”  Trail Life works to develop young men who will strive to walk through their 
lives in a manner worthy of their faith. 
 

Trail Life USA Oath: 
“On my honor, I will do my best to serve God and my country, to respect authority, to be a good steward 
of creation, and to treat others as I want to be treated” 
 

 
  



 

 

Membership Standards for Trail Life USA 
Youth membership in the program is open to all who meet the membership requirements, and is 
currently designed for biologically male children under the age of 18. All boys are welcome irrespective of 
religion, race, national origin or socio-economic status. Our goal is for parents and families of every faith 
to be able to place their boys in a youth program that endeavors to provide moral consistency and ethical 
integrity in its adult leaders.  We operate by partnering with local “Chartering Organizations” such as 
churches or homeschooling groups that have a religious purpose.  We do not charter troops to groups of 
parents or civic organizations without a religious purpose.  Charter partners own and operate their local 
troops, selecting leaders and admitting members as they deem beneficial to their group and within the 
parameters of national policy. 
 
The Trail Life program undergirded by Biblical values and unapologetically reflects a Christian worldview. 
The basis for the program’s membership policies and ethical and moral standards are found in the Bible.  
We do not require boys to sign a Statement of Faith, but do require them to abide by Trail Life rules of 
behavior. 
 
Adult applicants must be at least 18 years of age and subscribe to and abide by the Statement of Christian 
faith and the Oath and Creed of the program. 
 

Chartering Organizations:    Trail Life units are sponsored or “chartered” to local 501 (C) 3 organizations with a 
religious faith purpose and who can agree our Statement of Faith, most frequently churches.     

 
Trail Life Program:   Each local unit operates as a Troop made up of three program sections, led by a Troopmaster.  
The program is flexible enough that each Troop can adapt it as required to fit their needs.  Churches don’t have to 
offer all three segments, but can offer those that fit their community makeup.  

Woodland Trails:  for boys in grades K-5, led by a Ranger (Adult leader).  The emphasis here is on the 6 
“F’s”—Focus, Fingers, Family, Fun, Forest, and Faith.  The action here is mostly adult led, but outdoors and 
adventure are still in the center.  The young Trailmen earn “leaves” in 6 different branches, finally 
achieving the Timberline Award 

  
Navigators:  for boys in grades 6-8, mentored by a Trailmaster (adult leader) and led by the Adventurers 
in the troop.  The boys are in charge of more of the program, working on Trail Badges and earning 
achievements such as Able Trailman and the Ready Trailman. 

 
Adventurers:  for boys in grades 9-12, assisted by an Advisor 
(adult).  The boys are fully in charge, including providing leadership 
to the younger boys, while conducting their own challenging 
program revolving around High Adventure, working on harder Trail 
badges, and earning the Journey, Horizon, and finally, Freedom 
Awards.  

 
Guidon:  Coed program for young men and women ages 18-25.  
This program is still being formed but will provide an outreach to 
college age young men and women, with an emphasis on 
adventure and “walking worthy” as a young adult.  
 

Want more information?   

 Contact us at www.traillifeusa.com 

“See you on the Trail…” 

http://www.traillifeusa.com/

