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The Gospel DNA Toolkit FAQs 

1. Who is this resource for?
The Gospel DNA Toolkit is for congregations, leaders, small groups, Sunday school classes, 
leadership teams – and actually, anyone – who want to learn more about the connection between 
the missional LCMS history and how it relates to the challenges we face as a church today. The 
videos are from Texas District President Rev. Michael Newman and NOW District President Rev. 
Dr. Paul Linnemann’s presentations during the 2018 NOW District Convention in Portland, 
Oregon.

2. Why was it created?
The toolkit was designed to help connect what was shared at convention with the congregations 
and leaders who may not have had the chance to see the presentations in person. The message at 
convention was important to the ministry we share, and the NOW District staff want to provide 
the opportunity for it to have a lasting impact on all outposts across the LCMS. This toolkit is also 
a way for those who were in attendance to formulate and discern some “next steps” items for their 
particular settings.

3. How do I use the toolkit?
Each installment consists of a video element and a study guide with questions, a Scriptural focus, 
and action steps. You will want to print out a guide for each participant and make time to write 
down thoughts, answers, and AHA moments. Leaders – such as elders, church councils, missional 
teams, pastor groups, and boards – will additionally complete the special Leadership Team Guides 
at the end of each study.

4. What can I expect?
You can expect to learn more about the rich history of the LCMS and the different Gospel Strands 
that tie into it. Having this picture of the missional movement of the LCMS over the years will 
help us bring that spirit into the present day.

5. Where can I find the materials?
All materials will be posted in the Resources section of NOW District website: nowlcms.org. You 
may also do a search in the upper right corner for “Gospel DNA.” 

http://nowlcms.org/resources#1989
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6. Do I need to buy Rev. Newman’s book, “Gospel DNA”?
You don’t need to purchase this book in order to complete this toolkit. Purchasing this title would 
be a worthwhile investment in your personal library, and you may find it is a valuable resource to 
have on hand as you complete the study. If you are interested, you may find it HERE.

7. What is the publication schedule?
Studies will be released each month, with a break in the middle for December. It is recommended 
that groups spend time during that month focusing on the topics examined during the study and 
the action steps highlighted.

8. Who should use the Team Leadership Guide at the end of each study?
Leaders include elders, church councils, church boards, pastor teams, congregational staff, 
congregational leaders.

9. Can I skip a study?
You should do your best to follow the toolkit in order. Some questions refer back to the previous 
study.

10. Can I repeat a study?
Absolutely! If you feel like a second look would be worthwhile, repeating a study is an option.

11. How long should each session take?
The studies should take roughly an hour, depending on how much discussion time you allow.

12. How much time should be allotted between studies?
Ideally you should be spending one month to focus on each installment.

13. How many people should be in my group?
As many or as few as you feel would foster good, quality discussion.

14. What if I have questions or need help?
Contact the NOW District office: call 503-288-8383 or 888-693-5267, and email
admin@nowlcms.org. 

https://www.amazon.com/dp/B01FEK0QU4/ref=dp-kindle-redirect?_encoding=UTF8&btkr=1
mailto: admin@nowlcms.org



